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Study Abroad in Thailand 

Society and Culture of Thailand and 
Southeast Asia 
A semester of language, history, sustainability, and the arts, based in Chiang Mai 
Spend a semester exploring Thai and Southeast Asian society, culture, and the arts, based in Chiang Mai — with a 
ten-day integrative field study in Vietnam at mid-semester, homestays and field expeditions throughout, and an 
Independent Field Research Project in every course. 
 

LANGUAGE 
Thai Language 1 
16 weeks · 6 credits · Chiang Mai 
Small-group Thai language classes begin day one and run 
throughout the semester, pausing only for the Vietnam field 
study and semester break. Instruction builds functional, 
conversational Thai for daily life, field studies, and 
homestays. 

–​ Daily Thai language classes while in Chiang Mai 
–​ Small-group, competency-based instruction 
–​ Thai used directly in field studies and homestays 

 HISTORY & POLITICS 
Thai and Southeast Asian History and 
Politics 
Weeks 1–5 · 4 credits 
Studies Thailand's history and politics from its ancient 
kingdoms through today's political landscape, then situates 
Thailand within a wider Southeast Asian context, 
20th-century conflicts, and the rise of ASEAN. 

–​ Field studies around Chiang Mai's Old City and markets 
–​ Visits to Maejo University and local businesses 
–​ Independent Field Research Project 

SUSTAINABILITY 
Sustainability and the Environment in 
Thailand 
Weeks 9–12 · 4 credits 
Experiential study of Thailand's environmental challenges, 
from forests and water resources in Chiang Mai, a 
homestay at an organic farming community, and a week on 
the coast in Southern Thailand. 

–​ Live and learn with the Mae Taa Organic Farming 
Community 

–​ A week on the coast in Southern Thailand  
–​ Independent Field Research Project 

 ARTS & CULTURE 
Society, Culture, and the Arts of 
Thailand 
Weeks 13–16 · 4 credits 
Explores Thai society and culture through hands-on work 
with local artists and craftspeople. Study temple 
architecture, performing and visual arts, and a week-long 
field study in an indigenous Karen village learning weaving 
and natural-dye textile traditions. 

–​ Hands-on workshop in the arts 
–​ Homestay in an indigenous upland Karen village 
–​ Independent Field Research Project 

 

WHAT MAKES A SEMESTER STUDYING ABROAD ON THE SCT PROGRAM UNIQUE 

Independent research 
Every course integrates an 
Independent Field Research 
Project throughout the 
coursework. 

A field study in Vietnam 
A ten-day integrative field study 
in Hanoi connects Thailand to 
its wider Southeast Asian 
context mid-semester. 

Where you live 
Independent living in Chiang 
Mai, plus residential stays at an 
organic farming community and 
a Karen indigenous village. 

Community-based 
Every course is developed in 
collaboration with local 
communities, artisans, and 
local experts. 

 

18 credits per semester · Fall & Spring terms · Fall deadline: March 15 · Spring deadline: October 15 
 

Questions? Email us at admissions@isdsi.org 
 
Learn more: isdsi.org/semester/sct 


